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St. Pius X Community Embraces 
Vision of Renovated Convent 
& Expanded Sports Facilities 

1956 - 2016  
Celebrating 

60 Years 

Thanks to the vision, dedication and fund-
raising skills of parishioners in the parishes 
north of the river, St. Pius X High School was 
founded in 1956. 

Over the years, we have created a rich 
history of academic and athletic excellence 
all while educating our next generation in a 
Catholic environment. 

During the 2016-2017 school year, we will 
celebrate St. Pius X’s 60th year. We will plan 
our 60th Anniversary Celebrations around 
Homecoming Weekend, which is September 
23rd through 25th. 

We are seeeking volunteers to serve on 
the 60th Anniversary Committee. If you are 
interested, please contact Melanie Martin at 
mmartin@stpiusxhs-kc.com or 816-453-3450.

Original invitation from St. Pius X’s 
Groundbreaking Ceremony

With a recent strategic plan identifying the need for additional academic and athletic space, 
the St. Pius X Board of Directors took the first steps in the planning process. With the pros-
pect to purchase land near the school to accommodate expanded athletics, a sub-committee 
met with planners to put dreams on paper and determine estimated costs for an athletic 
facility and convent renovations. Then, St. Pius X commissioned Praxis Nonprofit Strategies to 
conduct a Feasibility Study to test for support of these capital projects.

The Feasibility Study found enthusiastic support.  A large number of supporters participated 
in surveys, meetings or interviews and overwhelmingly agreed that both the convent reno-
vation and the expansion of athletic facilities would greatly benefit the students of St. Pius X 
High School.  More information about the Feasibility Study and the results can be found on 
pages 3 and 4.

481
Participants in the 

Feasibility Study

29 
Personal 

Interviews

5 
Focus Groups

383 
Online Surveys

If St. Pius X were to acquire 45 acres of land 
to build an athletic complex, the possibilities 
include: baseball field, softball field, soccer 

field, track, tennis courts, cross country trails 
and practice fields.

Thank you

Plans for the former convent include media 
and broadcasting rooms, fine arts studios 
and all purpose space for other activities.

September 23-25, 2016
Homecoming Weekend
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School News

Dear Friends, 

We ended another great fall semester at St. Pius X and are moving 
onto Spring and the fun activities that come with it. As within most 
school years, this year has been full of victories for our students.  
Whether it’s an academic achievement, athletic victory, or serving the 
community, our students continue to grow. Our dedicated teachers 
and coaches are with them, just as they were there for us, helping to 
keep their experiences grounded in the motto of St. Pius X - Restore 
all Things in Christ. 

Our students continue our tradition of excellence in many ways. With 
the addition of two new journalism classes in our English Depart-
ment, our students have re-established the St. Pius X Newspaper 
(now online), and taken our daily announcement live via the Xfactor 
youtube channel. These two classes are keeping our community 
informed through the media in which they connect with most.  Senior 
Luke Ross has earned two high academic achievements this year - 
National Merit Finalist and a Top 100 Missouri Scholar. In addition, 
this year we had many state athletic appearances, most recently Girl’s 
Basketball finishing 3rd in State. Way to go Warriors!

As you read on the front cover, we are planning for our future fami-
lies at St. Pius X. I am overwhelmed by the number of alumni, parents 
and friends that participated in the Feasibility Study - Thank you!  
Respondents overwhelmingly supported the idea of renovating the 
former convent for academic purposes and the expansion of athletic 
facilities close to home. We are thrilled with these results and are ac-
tively planning for a Capital Campaign. We are praying for the support 

of our entire community as we embark on 
Capital efforts to improve our facilities for 
our students.

On Page 4, you will see that planning is 
underway at the former Convent site to 
prepare for renovations. We will be able to 
proceed as we continue to raise money for 
this project.

Your continued support amazes us. We 
appreciate everything you do for us on a 
daily basis, from prayers for our students and teachers to the many 
volunteer hours you give to us. In addition, your financial support is 
exceptional.  Recently, the Parent Association raised $47,000 at their 
Annual Auction & Casino Night. They assist us annually with special 
projects and needs (such as the new parking lot!).  We also had many 
of our alums call their classmates during our annual Phonathon 
this March. To date, the Annual & Scholarship Fund has raised over 
$170,000 in gifts and pledges. 

We are so grateful for your contributions to all of our causes.  All of 
these contributions directly benefit our students.  THANK YOU!  I am 
grateful to be the leader of such a wonderful school and community!  
You are always in my prayers of thanksgiving.

Senior Trevor Cissell broke the Missouri State High School 
Record (set in 1966) for Most Goals in a Career - 139! 
Trevor was also named HyVee athlete of the week this 
fall. He signed with UMKC to play soccer next year.

Congratulations to senior Luke Ross who has ad-
vanced in the National Merit Competition to “Finalist” 
status.  Luke is competing for a National Merit Schol-
arship and the honor that accompanies this status. 
In addition, Luke was selected for the 2016 Missouri 
Scholars 100, a statewide program that honors 100 of 
Missouri’s top academic students. Luke is the son of 
Chris and Carolyn Schneider Ross (84).

Twenty-six Students 
were inducted into 
the National Honor 
Society in 
November. 

The Dance Team earned 2nd in 
Pom, 3rd in Jazz, and 4th Overall 

in Division 2 State in February.

Congratulations to the seven Seniors who participated in the Spring 
Signing Day at St. Pius X.  Sydney Garcia (daughter of John ‘87) - 
Softball at UMKC; Trevor Cissell - Soccer at UMKC; Charlie Parrish - 
Soccer at William Jewell; Allison Malott - Soccer at William Jewell; 
Sydney Routh - Soccer at Benedictine; Emma Meinking - Soccer at 
Baker; and Shannon McIlhenney - Track at William Woods.

Photo by Zac Elling, 
Senior

Our students 
participate in monthly 
service opportunities 

through Ministry Team. 
They pray with and offer 

resources to the 
homeless of Kansas City.

Photo by Diane Pickert
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St. Pius X Feasibility Study - 2016

93% of participants believe 
that St. Pius X is effectively 
meeting its core mission.

Why did St. Pius X 
conduct a Feasibility Study?
Wide community input captured in St. Pius X’s 20/20 Strategic Plan 
encouraged our school leaders to maintain our tradition of academic 
and spiritual excellence and seek opportunities to expand and im-
prove our academic and athletic programs.  

St. Pius X now has several time-sensitive opportunities making this a 
real possibility. We are incorporating the former convent, the building 
adjacent to our front parking lot, into our campus to expand our 
classroom and extracurricular space. Further, we have an opportu-
nity to purchase nearby land from an alumnus; we have a master 
plan with wide support from volunteer leaders and donors; and the 
Kansas City-St. Joseph Catholic Diocese gave approval to explore the 
feasibility of implementing the plan.

Potential plans for the former convent entail roughly $1.5 million in 
renovation costs and include:
• Additional classroom space
• A media and broadcasting center
• Fine arts studios
• An all-purpose gathering space
  
The expansion and improvement of our athletics programs entail 
roughly $17 million in capital investments and includes:
• Purchasing 45 acres of land approximately ½ mile from St. Pius X
• Building an athletic campus
• Creating a state-of-the-art football stadium
• Designing multi-purpose facilities that would accommodate 

school events, periodic activities of area Catholic schools and 
parishes, and future growth of St. Pius X’s athletic programs

Although the Feasibility Study is complete, you may 
still read our Case Statement online at 
www.stpiusxhs-kc.com/feasibilitystudy 

Tim Sweeny of Praxis Nonprofit Strategies was chosen to conduct 
the Feasibility Study for St. Pius X. Thank you to everyone who 
particpated!

What did The Feasibility Study tell us?
Praxis has conducted feasibility studies and capital campaigns for ten 
years. Their report indicated that St. Pius X has thoroughly illustrated 
its readiness for a capital campaign.

Report Findings: 
• St. Pius X completed a comprehensive strategic plan (“20/20 -   
    Honor. Imagine. Inspire.”) that established the strategies 
    needed to maintain and build on the school’s tradition of 
    excellence and commissioned a bold and comprehensive master 
    plan to explore the possibilities of an athletic campus

• Participants believe in the mission of the school and have 
    confidence in its leaders

• Study participants recognized clear and demonstrable needs to 
    renovate the convent and expand St. Pius X’s athletic 
    facilities

•Respondents expressed wide support for the two components of 
   the proposed campaign – a renovated convent and 
   expanded athletics

• When surveyed about the location of the Football Stadium, 
    responses were divided - 52% said to renovate in the current 
    location while 48% suggested constructing a new stadium

85% expressed confidence in 
the school’s leadership

94% expressed support for the 
Convent Renovation

86% expressed support for 
expanded athletic facilities
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Convent
An exciting new addition to the SPX campus is the old convent.

By: Cori Fricke, SPX Senior

The acquisition of the former convent across the parking lot is very exciting for all students and teachers. It will serve as a newly renovated 
area for the fine arts and journalism departments. “I’m so excited for the new fine arts building because then we can sing our hearts out as 
loud and proud as we want!” said sophomore Gabrielle Fatino, who is a member of the Sarton Singers.  Potential plans include space for the 
broadcasting team to have a studio  as well as a music classroom and art studios. “I am very excited. I think it will give the students more op-
portunity to expand their artistic talents!” said Mrs. Toni Witherow Hess (91), St. Pius X art teacher. Initial work has begun on the convent and 
will continue as funding becomes available. 

Photos of the convent taken by Zac Elling, SPX Senior

St. Pius X Feasibility Study - 2016

69% of respondents indicated a 
willingness to donate to a 

campaign

80% of participants 
recommended the school 
start the campaign in the 

next 12 months

Report Findings, Continued: 
•The majority of respondents indicated they would be willing to 
   donate to a campaign

• More than 80% of participants recommended the school launch a 
    campaign within the next twelve months

•The proposed long-term vision genuinely excited and enthused 
    study participants

Next Steps
St. Pius X will begin preparation for a Capital Campaign in the coming 
months. During that time, we will work to resolve questions about 
the scope of the projects and campaign. In addition, we will refine 
and verify cost projections.

Initial renovation work has begun on the Convent, including demo-
lotion of walls and asbestos removal. Plans are being completed for 
the renovation and progress will continue as we raise money for the 
project.

What did The Feasibility Study tell us? (Cont.)
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Alumni
Wesley Zechariah McKellar (11), son of Scott and Wendy, brother of 
Mark (14), Clare, Brendan and Anna, passed away January 25, 2016.

Dr. Lan Thanh Nguyen (79), sister of Thuy Thanh Nguyen (77), passed 
away March 17, 2015.

Eileen May Strobbe Shearer (61), wife of  Larry Shearer, mother of 
Brian (88), Gina Bearden, and sister of Margaret Borland and Nadine 
Jolley (66), passed away February 12, 2016. 

Stephen Stapp (66), brother of Theresa Stapp (68 - deceased), Kath-
leen Thompson, and Mary Elizabeth Starling, passed away December 
9, 2015.

Friends
James Brooks, husband of Jamie Schelstrate (68), passed away 
January 1, 2016.

Anthony “Tony” DiBenedetto, father of Cathy Barron (74), Mike 
(76), and Netty Doyle (79), passed away December 8, 2015. Tony and 
Virginia (deceased) were Pillars of St. Pius X.

Louis Drackert, husband of Mary, father of Rita LeVota (67), Margie 
MacLeod (68), Louis (71), Debby Lightner (73), and Dolores Laubach 
(78), passed away February 4, 2016.

Mildred Marie Everard, mother of Richard (70) and Susan Latz (68) 
passed away February 16, 2016.

George Gardner, father of SPX Teacher Jeff Gardner, passed away 
February 20, 2016.

Ed Marstall, father of Nancy Lloyd (62), Marvin (65- deceased), Kathy 
Bechtel, Brenda Kaiser and Larry Lawson, passed away December 19, 
2015.

Dr. Judy Warren Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the KCSJ 
Diocese from 2000 - 2007 passed away January 30, 2016. 

Elizabeth Zarse, mother of Suzie Liebendorfer, Michael, Richard, 
Peter (79), Bob (80), Nancy (81), and Jeff (83), passed away January 
6, 2016.

Future Warrior
Leah Witherow Starr (97) and 

husband David  welcomed 
Amaya Elaine Starr on February 

18, 2015. She joins big 
brother DJ, who is 5. 

School & Alumni News

Pictured here The Sarton Singers after their performance at the 
Renaissance Festival this fall.

Thirteen students 
participated in 
multiple honor choirs 
this year. Those choirs 
included: 9-10 Honor 
Choir, Women’s 
Honor Choir, 
All-District Choir and All-
State Choir. 

Individuals in Swim 
and Cross Country and 
the Volleyball Team 
and Girls Basketball 
Team participated in 
State Competitions. 
Great Job to the Vol-
leyball Team for plac-
ing 4th in State and 
Girls Basketball for 
placing 3rd in State!

Check us out!
youtube:  TheXfactor - St. Pius X KC
          SPX1956
newspaper: stpiusxhskc.wordpress.com
facebook:  St. Pius X High School
  St. Pius X High School Alumni
  Northland Catholic Schools
twitter: @stpiusxhskc
instagram: spxkc

Reunions
The Class of 1966 is planning for their 50th Class Reunion. It will be 
held the Weekend of September 23rd. For more information, contact 
Al Babich - albabich@ymail.com.

A Reunion is being planned for the Classes of the 1998-2001, for more 
information, please contact Ashley Majors Presko (01) at 
ashleypresko@yahoo.com.

The Class of 2006 will hold their 10 year Reunion on May 21, 2016.  For 
more information, contact Sarah Schwartz Haas at
sarahkhaas88@gmail.com.
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Upcoming events
Estate Planning Fundamentals

April 27, 2016
6:00 p.m. - SPX Library

For More information, Call Missy Petit 
816-453-3450 x116

Homecoming Weekend 2016
Homecoming Game & 

Alumni Gathering
60th Anniversary Celebrations

September 23rd - 25th 
More information to follow

Warrior Classic Golf Benefit
Tuesday, June 7, 2016

The Deuce at the National
Join us for our annual day of fun on the course to benefit 
St. Pius X High School. It’s always a fun day with great food, 
beverages and prizes. 

Sign up now at www.stpiusxhs-kc.com/warriorclassic or 
contact Melanie Martin mmartin@stpiusxhs-kc.com or 
816-453-3450 x115.


